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DECLARATION BY THE HEAD OF INSTITUTION

I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the information
contained in this Data Validation and Verification (DVV) is accurate.
The institution created this DVV following internal discussion; no
portion of it was outsourced.
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COVIDSPREAD
BECOMES FASTER
Average R-value (number of

peaple a Covid patient can
infect) touched 1.64 on
Jan101rom0.950n Dec 2 -
@ ingease of T3% in 40 days

17 states have R-value greater
than the national average

These states indude Bihar
(2.08),UP(2.03) and Al five
southesn states. Maharashtra,
MP. (hhattisgarh. Bengal

and Markhand also have

NO INDISCRIMINATE
USE OF COVID PILL
Molnupiravir has not

been incuded in national

treatment guidelines owing
10 safety concems

(Contraception must for
three months for bath men
and women taking the pilk
atherwise. the child barn
may have genetic disorders

It can cause defectsin a
developing fetus and it
may affect the reproductive
systemin youngsters |pe
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LOST AND FOUND IN B0 YEARS

Butterfly species thought to be extinct found in Madhya Pradesh

RESEARCH

BHOPAL: TWO entomologists
in Madhya Pradesh have spot-
ted Xerces blue species of but-
terfly (Glaucopsyche xerces)
which reportedly went extinct
A 7ea 111594

Shraddha Khapre and Dr Ar-
Jjun Shukla of the Government
MH College of Home Science &
Science for Women, spotted a
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gi Dam on October 19, and
again, in the Deotal hillock in
Jabalpur on December 16.

The two spots are around 35
km apart.

The blue-winged butterflie s were spatted in two places; {inset) Shraddha Khapre
and Dr Arjun Shukla | SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

“The butterflies found at both
places were collected safiely and
then preserved. Their speci-
mens were subsequently com-
pared with the pictures of the
butterfly specimens preserved
at the Florida Museum of Natu-
ral History,” Dr Shukla told The
New Indian Express.

“The butterflies collected by
us were compared with speci-
mens housed in Florida Muse-
um in terms of the pattern of
wings, colour, shape, antenna
and their segment, size and oth-
er taxonomic Key patterns. Me-
ticulous comparison led to our
specimens matching with that
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of the Xerces Blue butterfly in
the Florida Museum on all crit-
ical parameters,” Shraddha
and Dr Shukla added.

Before they went extinct,
Xerces Blue was spotted last in
the dunes of the Sunset District
of San Francisco.

There’s noprevious record of
the species being found in In-
dia. The two researchers said
the discovery will add to India’s
1500-plus list of butterfly spe-
cies. The Xerces blue is be-
lieved to be the first American
butterfly species to become ex-
tinet due to loss of habitat due
to urbanisation. ENS
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CERTIFICATE
OF RECOGNITION

afex

DR. ARJUN SHUKLA

ONE OF THE YOUNGEST RESEARCHERS TO RECORD 35
SPECIES OF ODONATA AND 25 SPECIES OF
FRESHWATER MOLLUSKS

HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED FOR BEING ONE OF THE YOUNGEST
RESEARCHERS TO RECORD 35 SPECIES OF ODONATA AND 25
SPECIES OF FRESHWATER MOLLUSKS FOR THE FIRST TIME ON THE
JOHILA RIVER IN UMARIA DISTRICT (M.E), AS CONFIRMED ON 19TH
DECEMBER 2023. HIS DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT TO
SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION HAVE GREATLY ENRICHED OUR
UNDERSTANDING OF THE BIODIVERSITY IN THIS REGION.
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World Record in Research
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Dr. Nisha Shmb Risy Namratha Jamultamudi, Mg, Ashiesha Bhanudas

Chinchawade, pr Kazi Asraf All, Dr Moitreyee Chattopadhyay, pr, Vaishali

Sharma, Mr. Prakashchand, Mr. Pradeep Kumar, Mr Anirudh Padiyar, Mrs,
Pooja Mathur
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